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FORDEN  RURAL 


REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER  1945 
Including  Part  Report  of  Sanitary  Inspector 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mirisi.  Conbiett-Winder,  Grentlemien, 

This  report  is  drawn  up  according  to  the  instructions  contained  in  Circular  2773 
(Wales). 


Population  4788. 


1.  Birth  Rate. 

Male 

Femiale 

Total 

Live  births.  Total 

40 

37 

77 

Legitimate 

35 

32 

67 

Illegitimate 

5 

5 

10 

Still  Births. 

3 

1 

4 

Legitimate 

3 

1 

4 

Illegitimate 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year. 

— 

— 

Legitimate 

— 

4 

4 

Birth  Rate  16.08  per  1000  compared  with  16.1  per 

Wales,  and  with 

16.3  per  1000  for  this  district  last  year. 

1000  for 

whole  of 

England 


and 


2.  Deaths. 

Male  s 51 
Females  37. 


Total  88.  Theise  figures 

are  taken  from  the  Registrar’s  Monthly  returns  and  are  un- 

adjusted. 

Average  age  at  death. 

Male  71. 

Female  68. 

Causes  of  death. 

Heart  Disease 

27 

Cancer 

15 

Central  Haemorrhage 

12 

Senility 

11 

Bronchitis 

3 

Paralysis  Agitans 

2 

High  Blood  Pressure 

2 

Tuberculosis 

1 

Other  Causes 

15  Total  88. 

Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28844208 


Death  Rate.  The  number  of  deaths  after  adjusting  outward  and  inward  transfers 
was  81,  of  which  46  were  male  and  35  Female.  This  gives  a death  rate  of 
16.9  per  1000  of  population  compared  with  13.6  last  year  with  11.4  per  1000 
for  the  whole  country. 

Special  attention  is  called  to  the  high  death  rate  and  to  the  fact  that  for  the'  first 
time  in  these  reports  the  death  rate  exceeds  the  birth  rate  for  this  district.  In 
my  opinion  the  reason  for  this  is  that  the  young  people  are  leaving  the  district  and  it  is 
of  the  utmost  importance  that  all  possible  steps  are  taken  to  counter  this  migration.  I 
suggest  that  the  remedies  are:— (1)  Better  Housing;  (2)  Better  Health  Services;  (3)  Better 
amenities;  (4)  Better  opportunities  of  employment;  (5)  Better  wages  to  enable  the 
worker  to  pay  for  this  higher  standard  of  life  in  the  country-side. 


Notification  of  Infectious  diseases. 

Measles 

Male 

Female 

Total 

36 

43 

79 

Tuberculosis 

Pulmonary 

7 

t> 

Other  Locations  1 

1 

Total 

12 

Whooping  Cou 

gh  4 

3 

Total 

7 

Erysipelas 

i 

1 

Total 

2 

Pneumonia 

1 

2 

Total 

3 

Total  Cases  of  Notifiable  Disease  103  as  compared  with  216  last  year.  No  serious 
epidemics  have  occurred  this  year  and  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  there  have  been  no 
cases  of  Typhoid,  Oerebro  Spinal  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Smallpox  or  Scarlet  Fever.  Last 
year,  it  will  be  remembered,  there  was  a serious  outbreak  of  measles  and  whooping  cough 
in  our  district.  The  Tuberculosis  Notification  last  year  were  10  as  against  12  this  year. 

4.  Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

This  is  undertaken  by  the  Public  Health  Department  of  the  County  Council. 

5 Verminous  Children. 

None  reported. 

6 Venereal  Disease. 

None  repiorted. 

7,  Section  “C.” 

Section  C. — Sanitary  Review  of  the  Area. 

Water. — No  complaints  of  any  kind  regarding  water  shortage  were  received  during 
the  year,  although  yet  another  very  dry  summer  was  experienced.  Although  the  whole 
of  the  County  has  been  surveyed  by  a consulting  Water  Engineer,  with  a view  to  present- 
ing suggestions  for  supplying  all  parts  of  the  County  y/^ith  water,  as  far  as  is  practicable, 
the  Report  has  not  yet  been  presented. 

In  the  meantime,  local  potential  water  supplies  are  being  watched,  because,  even 
if  it  is  finally  decided  to  embark  on  a large  comprehensive'  schem'e  for  the  whole  of  the 
County,  it  may  be  som;e  years  before  the  pipe  lines  are  carried  to  points  where  it  is  now 
intended  to  build  ba'dly  nee'ded  new  houses,  and  it  is  felt  that  the  building  of  these  houses 
cannot  be  deferred  until  such  time  as  this  at  present  uncertain  supply  is  available. 
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Berriew. — This  piped  supply  to  the  Village  was  again  mere  than  adequate  for  the 
presiemt  needs  of  the  residents,  and  for  the  two  Schools  in  the  area. 

Churchstoke. — There  was  again  an  abundant  supply  available  for  the'  tenants  of 
Pentrenant  Small  Holdings,  owned  by  the  County  Council.  This  is  the  only  piped  supply 
in  this  large'  Parish. 

Guagings  of  the  water  running  at  Corndon  in  this  Parish  showed  that  during  the 
year,  between  108,000  gallons  per  24  hours  in  the  W'ettest  period,  and  51,000  gallons  in  the 
dry  period,  was  available. 

Water  will  have  to  be  found  for  the  new  houses  it  is  proposed  to  build,  and  expert 
opinion  is  being  obtained. 

Leightan. — The  supply  here  is  still  satisfactory,  an  abundance  of  water  being  avail- 
able for  all  purposes.  It  is  proposed  to  build  a number  of  Council  houses  near  thie  main 
pipe  line  from  this  supply,  and  the  acquisition  of  this  small  waterworks  by  the  Council  is 
being  considered. 

Forden. — Here  it  was  found  to  be  necessary  tO'  smk  a borehole  over  90  feet  deep  in 
order  to  provide  water  for  the  four  new  Council  houses  completed  and  occupied  during 
the  year.  A lengthy  pumping  test,  carried  out  during  the  driest  time  of  the  year,  proved 
that  there  is  an  abundant  supply.  Thie  water  is  pumped  into  overhead  tanks,  and  fed  to 
the  houses  by  gravitation.  Bacteriological  examinations  and  chemical  analysis  show  that 
the  water  is  of  excellent  quality. 

This  supply  is  of  course  bieing  laid  on  to  the  four  m'ore  houses  which  are  at  preseatt 
being  built  on  thie  same  site. 

New  Houses. — As  mentioned  above,  four  new  houses  were  compleited  and  occupied 
at  Forden  during  the  year,  and  the  work  of  erecting  four  more  on  this  site  is  in  progress. 

Sites  for  the  building  of  new  houses  have' been  selected  at  Forden  (Penllan  Sit'e), 
Churchstoke,  Llandysisil,  Berriew,  Leighton,  and  Middletown,  and  the  preparation  of  lay- 
out plans,  etc.,  is  in  progress. 

Plans  for  the  building  of  two*  new  houses  by  private  enterprise  have  been  approved 
and  work  is  in  progress. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — No  changes  whatever  have  taken  place  during  the  year. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — The'  position  is  exactly  the  same  as  reported  for  many  years. 

Public  Cleansing. — No  change  of  any  kind  during  the  year. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. — Farms  and  Dairi'es  throughout  the  District  are  frequently  inspected, 
and  generally,  the  standard  of  cleianliness  is  good.  Twenty-three  oowhouses  were  entirely 
reconstructe'd  and  cooling  sheds  were  provided  as  the'  result  of  occupiers  of  farms  chang- 
ing from  rearing  stock  to  milk  production.  There  are  still  a number  of  unsatisfactory 
premises,  but  these  will  be  dealt  with  when  the  labour  and  building  materials  position  is 
easier. 
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The  County  Council  is  nesponsible  for  the  administration  of  the  Milk  (Spiccial 
Designations)  Orders,  which  are  concerned  with  the  issuie  of  licences  to  produce 
“Tuberculin  Tested”  and  “Accredited”  milk,  and  with  the  supervision  of  the  methods  of 
production  of  such  designated  milk.  During  the  year,  five  more  “Tuberculin  Tested” 
and  two  more  ‘‘Accredited”  producers  were  registered  in  the  District. 

Meat  Inspection. — The  slaughtering  of  animals  for  human  consumption  is  Cientralised. 
and  for  this  area  it  is  carried  out  at  Newtown  under  Government  arrangemients.  Never- 
theless, shops  and  meat  vans  are'  kept  under  supervision,  and  during  the  year  everything 
was  satisfactoiry. 

Bakehouses. — The  three  bakehouses  in  the  District  are  regularly  inspected,  and  are 
kept  in  satisfactory  condition. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  District  is  regularly  inspected,  and  where  defects  have  been  found,  they  have 
been  remiedied  as  far  as  was  possible,  having  regard  to  the  restrictions  on  man  power  and 
materials. 

Nevertheless,  a number  of  reconstructions  of  insanitary  cottages  have  been  carried 
out,  and  miany  works  of  major  and  minor  improvemients  have  been  carried  out.  During 
the  war  years,  very  little  could  be  done  regarding  works  of  repaiir  to  dwellings,  and 
in  consequence,  many  are  still  badly  in  need  of  attention. 

Schools. — All  schools  are  in  good  sanitary  ccnditicn  and  have  an  adequate  water 
supply. 

General. — Complaints  received — Fifteen . 

Samples  of  water  taken — Three. 

Premises  Disinfected — Nil 


Yours  faithfully, 

R.  D.  THOMAS. 


Welshpool. 

2nd  July,  1946. 
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